
PPrreeaacchhiinngg TThhrroouugghh TThhee BBiibbllee MMiicchhaaeell EEaattoonn

GGeenneessiiss

PPaarrtt 88 TThhee NNaattuurree ooff MMaann ((22::44--77))

A new major section in the book of Genesis begins by saying ‘These are
the sequel of the heavens and the earth when they were created; in the time
when Yahweh God made the earth and the heavens’. It will be noticed that
this sentence says the same things twice; and that the order is reversed.
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Heavens – earth – created

Made – earth – heavens

This style of saying the same thing twice is an ancient form of internal
heading. The section begins at the beginning of verse 4, not (as in the
paragraphing of some Bibles) at Genesis 2:4b.

The word ‘generations’ or (as I translate it) ‘sequel’ or ‘descendants’ is an
important word. It refers to the ‘product’ or ‘offspring’ of something. This
section of Genesis deals with the things that issue forth from the creation.
So now in Genesis 2:4 to 4:26 we have what immediately follows, what
arises from, the heavens and the earth.

There are ten places in the book of Genesis 1 where we have the word
‘descendants’ or ‘sequel’ used as an internal heading. It is like the chapter
heading of a modern book. The book of Genesis has a preface and then is
followed by ten major sections. The word itself means ‘what comes after’ or
‘something that is generated by something else’. What comes after the
heading refers to the next stage. The ‘generation’ of heavens and earth is
about what emerges from them. The story of Abraham is called ‘The
Descendants of Terah’.
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There was a narrowing down in Genesis 1:2 after Genesis 1:1. The story
moved from ‘heavens and earth’ to earth alone. Now there is a further
‘narrowing down’. First we had the whole cosmos1. Then we had the
earth2. Now Genesis 2:4–25 shows a narrower perspective and comes to
deal in fuller details with humankind. It was told in summary in Genesis
1:26–27; now the story of the creation of man and woman is told in fuller
detail.
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1. God’s world
designed for
humankind

Two main points stand out in these verses.
(1) God’s world was designed for humankind. Consider Genesis 2:5– 6.
Originally the earth was unsuitable for men and women. These verses are
like Genesis 1:2 in showing that the world had to be specially prepared for
humankind. Verse 5 shows the world was unsuitable for the human race
because there was no vegetation, no rain, no cultivation. Verse 6 shows
how God prepared the world for men and women. He began by sending
some kind of flood to irrigate the earth and make it possible to be farmed.

2. The human
person has
two elements -
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(2) The next thing that stands out is that the human person consists of two
elements. We have a physical, material side to our nature. And we have an
inner personality. Consider Genesis 2:7. The man was made of the physical
elements of the earth. Humankind has a relationship with the physical
environment. We also have something in common with the animals.
Because we are made in the image of God, we have something in common
with God also.
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The human person consists of two elements. There is something physical
and something not physical, breathed into us by God. This ‘personality’ or
‘breath of God’ is sometimes (but rarely) called the ‘soul’ in the Bible. For
example in Matthew 10:28 we have this kind of language. But it must be
noticed that here in Genesis 2:7 the ‘soul’ or ‘living being’ is the whole man,
not a part of him. (The language of the Bible is not ‘jargon’ or technical
vocabulary. The word ‘soul’ in the Bible is used in many different ways. It
can even mean a dead person or a corpse, as in Numbers 19:11 which
refers to the ‘dead body of any soul’, that is, ‘...of any person’! ‘Soul’ is not a
technical term in the Bible.) Without using particular technical words the
entire Bible teaches that man consists of body and personality1. The
teaching comes in complete sentences not in particular technical words.
Two elements go to make up the person. Paul says that ‘he’ desires to
depart and be with Christ but that ‘he’ is likely to remain ‘in the body’2. Part
of us comes from an earthly father and part of us comes from a heavenly
creator, the ‘father of spirits’3. The Bible occasionally draws a distinction
between soul and spirit4, but these are not ‘parts’ of man. They are
different aspects of the whole human personality.

 The stress is
not on two
parts but the
living whole

Mark 12:33 speaks of ‘heart... understanding ... soul . . . strength’ but
these are not four parts of a human being. Nor are there three parts of a
human being in 1 Thessalonians 5:23. Genesis 2:7 is clear. There are two
‘ingredients’ in the human person. Most of the time they are tightly
integrated. In death, body and personality separate. In having ‘breath of life’,
a living personality from God, man becomes a unified living being, a living
person. But the stress is not on the two parts but on the animate living
whole. It is not Christian to set body and soul in antithesis. The gospel is not
against the body. The ultimate hope for the Christian is the resurrection of
the body.

Genesis 2:7 is a definitive passage with regard to the nature of man. We
cannot use 1 Thessalonians 5:23 and Hebrews 4:12 to overthrow Genesis
2:7.
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 The body There are certain things we need to remember about the body. The body
is not evil in itself. Yet it is affected by sin and it is not yet redeemed1. The
body is used by sin, but we are risen with Christ, and so the body is stripped
of its power to ‘enslave’ us to sin. We are to put our bodies at the disposal
of God2. One day our bodies will be raised by Jesus. While we are alive
we stress the unity of our person, not its parts. At death the person
disintegrates into parts. Meanwhile we ‘glorify God in our bodies’3.
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